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 ' וכתה 
{Lesson #6} 

Hashem’s strength and power to cut down ְוִזְמָרת ָקּה ָעִּזי  

was a salvation for me. ,ַוְיִהי ִלי ִליׁשּוָעה 

This is my Hashem and I will beautify Him,  ְִוַאְנֵוֵֽהּו, יֶזה ֵקל  

the Hashem of my father,  
and I will make Him high [by doing His will and making a 'קדוש ה, or by praising Him]. 

ִָביֱאֹלֵקי א  
ְנהּו.  ַוֲאֹרְמֶמֵֽ  

Hashem is the master of war,  ִמְלָחָמהה' ִאיׁש,  

Hashem is His name. .ה‘ ְׁשמֹו 

The chariots of Pharaoh and his army  ְוֵחילֹוַמְרְּכֹבת ַּפְרֹעה  

He threw into the sea, ,ָיָרה ַבָּים 

and his best officers ָׁשִלָׁשיו ּוִמְבַחר  

drowned in the Yam Suf. .ֻטְּבעּו ְבַים סּוף 

The deep waters covered them, ,ְּתֹהֹמת ְיַכְסֻיֵֽמּו 

They went down in the deep waters like stone.  ָיְרדּו ִבְמצֹוֹלת ְּכמֹו
ֶבן .ָאָֽ  

Your right hand, Hashem, is adorned with strength, ה‘ ֶנְאָּדִרי  ְיִמיְנָך
ַח,  ַּבֹּכֵֽ

Your right hand, Hashem, crushes the enemy.  ְיִמיְנָך ה‘ ִּתְרַעץ
 אֹוֵיב.

And in Your abundant greatness   ּוְבֹרב ְּגאֹוְנָך 

You demolish those who stand up against You, ,יָך  ַּתֲהֹרס ָקֶמֵֽ

You send Your anger,   ְּתַׁשַּלח ֲחֹרְנָך 

it will consume them like straw.  מֹו .ַּכַּקׁשיֹאְכֵלֵֽ  
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In the course of the אז ישיר, the Torah  

describes the drowning of the   מצריים  

with three different  רש"י .משלים  

explains that the different   לשונות  refer 

to different levels of   רשעים  amongst the 

 .מצריים 

במים אדירים  כעופרת צללו   – they sank            

like lead: 

The   כשרים   – the “fairly decent”    מצריים   

went straight down like lead, which is 

heavy and sinks immediately, with 

minimal suffering. 

 they went down like –   אבןירדו במצולות כמו  

stone . 

The  בינונים  - the “average”   רשעים - sank 

slower, like stone, which is not as heavy 

as lead. They suffered somewhat, but 

their pain was not very prolonged.  

 Your anger consumed them –  כקשיאכלמו 

like straw.  

Straw is the lightest of the three 

materials mentioned, and sinks very 

slowly. The worst  רשעים  were tossed 

around in the  ים סוף  and suffered 

immensely, until they finally drowned.  

Each  מצרי  got the exact punishment he 

deserved, מדה כנגד מדה, for what he had 

done! We must know and realize that 

nothing goes unnoticed from Hashem. A 

person will be punished for any wrong 

that he does.  

On the positive side, מדה טובה מרובה –

the reward for  מצוות is even greater! We 

will receive  שכר for every moment of 

Torah that we learn and for every small 

 that we do. Furthermore, for every מצוה

 we perform, we will be rewarded מצוה

commensurate with the level of effort, 

self-control, and sacrifice we invested, 

and for how well and with how much 

heart we performed it.  

 

' איש מלחמה ה' שמוה    

When Hashem fights a war, no 

weapons are necessary, 

because ה' שמו – the Name of 

Hashem, which symbolizes 

power, is His weapon of war. “ 

The Name of Hashem” can also 

be understood to mean 

“calling in the Name of 

Hashem”. When Yidden fight a 

battle, they go to war with 

their greatest weapon – תפילה.  

 This is as דוד המלך said to  גלית, 

אתה בא אלי בחרב ובחנית ובכידון   -

 – ,ואנכי בא אליך בשם השם צבקות 

You come to fight me with a 

sword and spear, but I am 

come out to you with the Name 

of Hashem...  

The strength of the Yidden in 

war does not depend on our 

weapons.  That is the way of 

 The way of  .הידים ידי עשו- עשו

the Yidden is through  תפילה - 

the  קול יעקב . By calling out 

and connecting to Hashem 

with this כח , we are victorious 

in battle.  

Another explanation of the 

words ה' איש מלחמה ה' שמו is 

as follows:  The Name  'ה 

always refers to the  מדת

ים הרחמ  - the Attribute of 

Mercy - of Hashem. Even when 

Hashem imposes punishment, 

He applies the מדה of  רחמנות. 

Although we cannot always 

understand it, we know and 

believe that   כל מה דעביד רחמנא

 all that Hashem -  לטב הוא דעביד 

does is for the good.   

 

ֱאֹלֵקי ָאִבי  ... ֵקִלי  

The פסוק talks 

about two 

types of 

relationships 

with Hashem. 

One is “My 

Hashem  )קלי("  

and the other is  

“Hashem of my 

father   אלקי(

 .“אבי( 

Rav Mordechai 

Gifter explains 

that when it 

comes to   עבודת

 both ideas ,ה'

mentioned 

here must be 

used together. 

1) A person 

must use his 

unique  כוחות to 

serve Hashem 

in the best way 

he can. 2)  And, 

when using 

those unique 

 he must ,כוחות 

make sure that 

they coincide 

with our מסורה, 

given over by 

our fathers, so 

that he does 

not step out of 

line in his 

service of  

Hashem!  
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 The Yidden were on such a high level at קריעת ים סוף that they were actually able to point with their 

finger and say   זה קלי - this is my Hashem.  רש"י brings the words of חז"ל,  that  ראתה שפחה על הים

יחזקאל בן בוזי  what even ים סוף a maidservant saw at the  - מה שלא ראו נביאים , a great נביא , never saw.  

The Yidden merited such a high level of clarity in their vision of Hashem because of the tremendous 

  .describe פסוקים as the earlier ,קריעת ים סוף they reached at אמונה

Now, the פסוק tells us that after the Yidden said  זה קלי , they immediately declared  ואנוהו.  

 teach us four meanings of this word, two of which are discussed in  the Yodea and Halacha חז"ל

below.  

Whichever meaning we use, the lesson is the same. The Yidden merited an immeasurable inspiration 

by seeing Hashem, and they seized the moment  to grow in their  'עבודת ה.  

Many people have special experiences in which they clearly see the 'יד ה in their lives, whether 

through a big  ברכה or  chas v’shalom, a big צרה. But instead of changing and become closer to 

Hashem, they simply say: “Wow! Amazing!” or “How tragic!”, and then go back to their regular 

routines. They’ve lost a special opportunity. What a shame!  

== 
 

Rav Meir Chodosh was a young man in Russia when he was caught without his legal papers. The 

Russian soldiers decided to kill him. They kept shouting at him to stand straight so they could shoot 

him, but he simply couldn’t because he was shaking so terribly with fright! A Russian general woke 

up from the shouting and stopped them from killing him. R’ Meir thought that after such an incredible 

experience, life would never be the same – he was so grateful to Hashem and so inspired to be 

perfect. Yet, he noticed that after a while, he began forgetting the special נס that Hashem   had done 

for him, and life slid back to its normal routine. He found this very frightening. How could this 

happen?  He immediately resolved to strengthen his אמונה , internalizing  the concept that if Hashem   

wants someone to stay alive, nothing can change that!   In this way, R’ Meir was able to turn the 

inspiration he had at that time into an everlasting one.  

 

 When we have an enlightening moment in our lives, let us be sure to grow from it. We must stop, 

thank Hashem,  and think of a way to keep that inspiration and closeness to Him  forever! 
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 ”.I will beautify Him“ - ואנוהו

The word  "ואנוהו"  can be divided and read as two words -  אני והוא  -  I and Him. This is a hint  

to the מצוה  to be like Hashem: רחום אף אתה רחום מה הוא, חנון הוי דומה לו, מה הוא חנון אף אתה  

– Be like Hashem. Just as He is kind so should you be kind. Just as He is merciful, so should 

you be merciful. 

When we emulate Hashem’s ways, we are being like Him!   Just as Hashem is kind, merciful, 

forgiving, patient, encouraging, and loving, so too should we be! 

 

 

ואנוהוזה קלי   - We should look to bring glory to Hashem  by beautifying his מצוות. For example, 

when we use a beautiful ספר תורה ,מזוזה ,ציצית, or even when we daven a beautiful תפלה , we 

bring glory to Hashem . Everything we do should be done in a way that shows we are honoring 

our King! 

One might ask why this important lesson is taught here, as part of the שירה of קריעת ים סוף? 

The answer is that Hashem could have saved us without providing us with comfort. He could 

have saved us, but leave us dirty, muddy, and hungry.  Instead, Hashem  gave us 5-star 

accommodations to dwell in, with food, drink, dry land, a beautiful view, clean clothes and 

more.  In return, the   פסוק teaches us that we should do מצוות   in a way that beautifies the 

name of Hashem . 

 
 or classroom look nicer, (e.g. put away a בית מדרש I did one thing to make the  :זה קלי ואנוהו

 :threw a wrapper in the garbage etc.) Write it in the chart below ,ספר

 

 S M T W Th F 

How I 
fulfilled  
 זה קלי ואנוהו
today: 

      

 




