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ביאור תפילה

כתה ו‘ Lesson 4

 the suffering of our fathers in Mitzrayim ִים ינּו ְּבִמְצָרֽ ֶרא ֶאת ֳעִני ֲאֹבֵתֽ ַוֵּתֽ

and  You heard at Yam Suf. ְעָּת ַעל ַים סּוף ְוֶאת ַזֲעָקָתם ָׁשַמֽ

And You carried out signs and wonders against 
Paraoh,

ַוִּתֵּתן ֹאֹתת ּוֹמְפִתים ְּבַפְרֹעה

and against all his servants and all the people of his 
land

ּוְבָכל ֲעָבָדיו, ּוְבָכל ַעם ַאְרצֹו

for  that they [the Mitzriyim] acted wickedly ידּו ְעָּת ִּכי ֵהִזֽ ִּכי ָיַדֽ

 [the Yidden] ֲעֵליֶהם

and You have made for Yourself a Name as clear as 
this day.

ַעׂש ְלָך ֵׁשם ְּכַהּיֹום ַהֶּזה. ַוַּתֽ

And the sea,  before them [the Yidden] ְעָּת ִלְפֵניֶהם ְוַהָּים ָּבַקֽ

 the midst of the sea ַוַּיַעְברּו ְּבתֹוְך ַהָּים ַּבַּיָּבָׁשה

and their chasers [the Mitzriyim] ְוֶאת ֹרְדֵפיֶהם

  to the depths of the sea ְכָּת ִבְמצֹוֹלת ִהְׁשַלֽ

like a                        into mighty waters. ִים ַעִּזים. ֶבן ְּבַמֽ  ְּכמֹו ֶאֽ
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התעוררות בתפילה
ְעָּת ָׁשַמֽ ַזֲעָקָתם   AND THEIR CRY ,ְוֶאת 
You heard. There are many forms of 

tefillah. 
One of them is called ְזָעָקה, literally, 
screaming. What is unique about this 
form of tefillah? Imagine a person 
hiking in the forest. Suddenly he comes 
face to face with a bear preparing to 
attack. Not too far away, he notices 
someone with a weapon, so he cries 
out, “Help me”! However, he sees that 
the other man seems to be in no rush 
to help. The next time he shouts, “Help 
me!” it will be with all his strength 
and will come from every fiber of his 
being! This is what the tefillah of ְזָעָקה 
is about! With the roaring sea in front 
of them and the mighty Egyptian army 
behind them, the Bnei Yisroel at Yam 
Suf expressed such a tefillah – a ְזָעָקה 
from the depths of their being ― and 
Hashem accepted it. Rav Shimshon 
Pincus writes that even without 
being in danger, we can always offer 
such a tefillah, using silent, internal, 
screaming. Rav Shimshon writes that 
someone who offers such a tefillah 
experiences a shining moment of 
connection with Hashem that he will 
always cherish!

 ,ַוִּתֵּתן ֹאֹתת ּוֹמְפִתים ְּבַפְרֹעה
AND YOU CARRIED 
out signs and wonders 

against Paraoh
Both ֹאֹתת and ֹמְפִתים 
refer to miracles, but 
there is a difference 
between them. ֹאֹתת, 
signs, refer to events 
that were foretold 
to happen at a 
certain time or place. 
 wonders, are ,ֹמְפִתים
performed as proofs to 
show that something, 
such as a specific 
nevuah, is true. The 
punishments Hashem 
gave to Paraoh and 
his nation were not 
only foretold that they 
would happen ― ֹאֹתת 
― but they were also 
 they proved :ֹמְפִתים
Hashem’s power 
above nature. Hashem 
chose to perform 
these miracles out of 
His deep love for the 
Yidden.

ְּכַהּיֹו ֵׁשם  ְלָך  ַעׂש  ַוַּתֽ
ַהֶּזה  AND YOU ,ם 
HAVE made for 
Yourself a Name as 

this day
The Chovos 
Halevovos (שער 
פ”ה  writes (בחינה 
that we benefit 
the most from the 
miracles Hashem 
did to Paraoh 
and Mitzrayim 
because they give 
us a clear belief 
in Hashem. While 
today Hashem 
doesn’t perform 
open miracles like 
He did at the Yam 
Suf, we must always 
remember its 
lessons ― ְּכַהּיֹום ַהֶּזה 
― as if it happened 
today! We must 
always remember 
that Hashem is the 
ultimate power, 
and how much He 
loves the Yidden.
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Question 1:
What is the difference between regular tefillah and the tefillah called ְזָעָקה?    

           

           

           

           

           

Question 2:
What is an אֹות?

           

           

What is a מֹוֵפת?           

           

           

Question 3:
What do we learn from the words ְּכַהיֹום ַהֶזה?
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When Rav Moshe Feinstein was bedridden, suffering from back pain and barely able to move, he 
still insisted on putting on his jacket for davening. He said, “How can one daven in an unbefitting 
way before Hashem!” Rav Yechezkel Levenstein would never make a berachah without his hat 
on, through the last day of his life!

ֶבן ְכָּת ִבְמצֹוֹלת ְּכמֹו ֶאֽ .You threw down to the depths of the sea like a stone ,ִהְׁשַלֽ
If the Yidden would have seen Mitzriyim struggling to stay afloat in the waters of the Yam Suf, 
they would have been nervous that maybe the Mitzriyim would end up saving themselves and 
would then come back to harm them. Therefore, Hashem made the Mitzriyim drown like a rock, 
straight down. This was an extra kindness to the Yidden ― that they should not suffer even this 
small nervousness! 

ִיְׂשָרֵאל ֱאֹלֶקיָך  ִלְקַראת  יב‘) !Yidden! Prepare yourself to meet your Hashem ,ִהּכֹון  ד‘   This .(עמוס 
possuk teaches that it is a chiyuv to prepare oneself for davening. A major part of this is to make 
sure that when davening, one looks presentable. 
During the day it is easy for a boy’s shirt to become untucked. As part of the obligation of
 ִקיצּור ֻׁשְלָחן ָערּוְך one must make sure to tuck in his shirt before beginning to daven! (See ,ִהּכֹון
(ִסיָמן יב:א

ידוע תדע

הלכה

הנהגה בתפילה

רוח התפילה

Make sure you are dressed appropriately for tefillah!

I looked presentable for davening 
today.
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