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ביאור תפילה

כתה ו‘ Lesson 3

You                        are Hashem, ָך ַאָּתה הּוא ה‘ ְלַבֶּדֽ

You have made the heavens, ִים יָת ֶאת ַהָּׁשַמֽ ַאָּתה ָעִׂשֽ

the highest of heavens, ִים ְׁשֵמי ַהָּׁשַמֽ

and all their heavenly armies [the stars and mazalos that serve Hashem] ְוָכל ְצָבָאם

the earth and all that is                      , יָה ֶרץ ְוָכל ֲאֶׁשר ָעֶלֽ ָהָאֽ

                      and all that is in them, ַהַּיִּמים ְוָכל ֲאֶׁשר ָּבֶהם

and You                       to all of them, ְוַאָּתה ְמַחֶּיה ֶאת ֻּכָלם

and the heavenly armies                       before You. ִים ְלָך ִמְׁשַּתֲחִוים ּוְצָבא ַהָּׁשַמֽ

It is you Hashem, the All-Powerful ַאָּתה הּוא ה' ָהֱאֹלִהים

Who                       Avram ְרָּת ְּבַאְבָרם ֲאֶׁשר ָּבַחֽ

                                           [saved him] ְוהֹוֵצאתֹו

from [the fires of] אּור ַּכְׂשִּדים ֵמאּור ַּכְׂשִּדים 

and made his name “Avraham,” ְמָּת ְׁשמֹו ַאְבָרָהם ְוַׂשֽ

and [when You tested him], You found his heart                       before You. אָת ֶאת ְלָבבֹו ֶנֱאָמן ְלָפֶנֽיָך ּוָמָצֽ

And You made a                       with him, ְוָכרֹות ִעּמֹו ַהְּבִרית

to give the land of Canaan [Eretz Yisrael] ֶרץ ַהְּכַנֲעִני ָלֵתת ֶאת ֶאֽ

[the land] of the Chitti, Emori, Perizi, ַהִחִּתי, ָהֱאֹמִרי, ְוַהְּפִרִּזי 

Yevusi and Girgashi ְוַהְיבּוִסי ְוַהִּגְרָּגִׁשי

to give it to                      , ָלֵתת ְלַזְרעֹו

                      Your word יָך  ֶקם ֶאת ְּדָבֶרֽ ַוָּתֽ

for You are righteous. ָּתה ִּכי ַצִּדיק ָאֽ

We now begin a new section of tefillah from ֵסֶפר ְנֶחְמָיה. These pesukim were said by the Yidden who returned 
from Golus Bavel during the times of Ezra and Nechemiah [500 years after the time of Dovid HaMelech]. The 
pesukim continue the ideas mentioned previously, describing how Hashem created and rules over the entire 
Universe. The pesukim then speak of Hashem’s relationship to His special nation ― the Yidden, which begins 
with Avraham Avinu. As a three-year-old child, Avram (as his name was then) recognized Hashem. This began 
Hashem’s close relationship with Avraham and his children that lasts until this very day.
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התעוררות בתפילה
ִים ְלָך ִמְׁשַּתֲחִוים. ַאָּתה  ּוְצָבא ַהָּׁשַמֽ

ְּבַאְבָרם ְרָּת  ָּבַחֽ ֲאֶׁשר   ...  AND ,הּוא 
THE HEAVENLY armies bow 
before You; It is you … Who 

chose Avram. 
What is the connection between 
the fact that Hashem owns the 
whole vast universe and the 
fact that He chose Avraham?  
We can understand this with 
a mashal. Imagine a man did 
something for a king, and, as 
a reward, he was allowed to 
enter a king’s treasure room 
and take only one item. Now, 
imagine that this man walks into 
the room piled high with gold, 
silver, and jewels, and ignores all 
of them. He moves away all of 
these marvelous treasures and 
finally finds one thing that he 
immediately picks up for himself. 
If someone was watching this, 
he may not know what it is that 
the man picked up, but he can 
be sure that it is certainly worth 
more than all of the gold and 
jewels that he ignored. In the 
same way, Hashem owns a huge, 
magnificent world.  Yet, of all the 
treasures and value in the world.  
Hashem chose for Himself only 
Avraham and his children to 
be His! This is a sure way of 
knowing that Avraham and his 
descendants — we, the Jewish 
people — are the most beloved 
and valuable thing to Hashem in 
the entire world!

THE GEMARA (ראש 
טז,ב  says that (השנה 
a person can change 
a bad decree from 
Shomayim by changing 
three things about 
himself: 1) His actions 
(teshuvah); 2) His 
location; 3) His name. 
In our possuk all three 
things are mentioned, 
and they helped 
change the mazal of 
Avraham so that he 
could have children:1) 
ְּבַאְבָרם ְרָּת   Who)  ָּבַחֽ
chose Avram) This 
was a change of 
actions, for Avraham 
now recognized that 
Hashem is the Ruler of 
the world; 2) הֹוֵצאתֹו 
ַּכְׂשִּדים  and) ֵמאּור 
brought him out of 
Ur Kasdim) This was 
a change of location; 
ַאְבָרָהם (3 ְׁשמֹו  ְמָּת   ְוַׂשֽ
(and made his name 
Avraham) This was 
a change of name. 
(סידור יעב”ץ)
The Eitz Yosef adds that 
we learn from here 
that we must improve 
ourselves in order to 
change our mazal and 
be redeemed from 
golus.

אָת  ְוהֹוֵצאתֹו ֵמאּור ַּכְׂשִּדים ... ּוָמָצֽ
ְלָפֶנֽיָך ֶנֱאָמן  ְלָבבֹו   AND ,ֶאת 
SAVED HIM from [the fire 
of] ַּכְׂשִּדים  And You … אּור 
found his heart loyal before 

You. 
Both Avraham and his 
brother Haran were thrown 
into the burning fires of
 but only Avraham אּור ַּכׂשִדים
was saved. What was 
the difference? Avraham 
believed in Hashem 
completely (ֶאת אָת   ּוָמָצֽ
ֶנֱאָמן  Haran, on the .(ְלָבבֹו 
other hand, only believed 
in Hashem when he saw 
that Avraham was saved 
from the fires. Since he did 
not believe completely, 
Hashem did not perform a 
special miracle to save him. 
We have all inherited from 
our forefather Avraham 
the quality of being ֶנֱאָמן 
― loyal and trustworthy in 
Hashem’s service, and to be 
a ַמֲאִמין, a faithful believer 
in Hashem. As we say: ֲאִני 
 I believe ,ַמֲאִמין ֶּבֱאמּוָנה ְׁשֵלָמה
with complete faith that 
Hashem is the One and Only 
Hashem, Who created and 
controls the entire universe. 
The word ְׁשֵלָמה means that 
no matter the situation, 
we believe in Hashem 
completely!
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Question 1:
How do we know that Hashem loves us, the children of Avraham Avinu, more than 
anything else in the entire world?    

           

           

           

           

           

Question 2:
What three things can change a person’s mazal?

           

           

           

           

           

Question 3:
What special quality, mentioned in this tefillah, did all Yidden inherit from Avraham Avinu?
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ְמָּת ְׁשמֹו ַאְבָרָהם and You made his name Avraham ,וַׂשֽ
Hashem added a ה, which has the gematria of five,  to Avraham’s name, to signify that Avraham 
kept all Chamishah Chumshei Torah (five Sefarim of the Torah). “ַאְבָרָהם” also has the gematria of 
248, hinting that Avraham kept all 248 mitzvos asei and that all of his 248 limbs were perfect―
not one of them ever committed an aveira.

ידוע תדע

הנהגה בתפילה

In some shuls, when there is a Bris Milah in the shul that morning, the Mohel (or Rav) will say 
the words beginning from “ְוָכרֹות ִעּמֹו ַהְּבִרית” out loud, possuk by possuk, and the rest of the shul  
will repeat after him. Because of this minhag, in many siddurim the words ְוָכרֹות ִעּמֹו ַהְּבִרית begin 
a new paragraph, even though it is really in middle of a possuk. 

הלכה

I continued to make small but meaningful gains!

I concentrated on the meaning of two 
pesukim of ֶרְך ָּדִויד  one from this week and ;ַוְיָבֽ

one from a previous week.

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri

Chaim didn’t have children for many years. Often, he would ask Rav Shimshon Pincus to daven 
for him and give him a berachah. One day, Rav Shimshon told him to come along with him in 
his car. Rav Shimshon drove him to a desert and stopped the car. “Chaim,” said Rav Shimshon, 
“I’m dropping you off here. You need to realize that you can talk directly to Hashem without any 
middleman. Cry to Hashem like you never cried before! I will be back in half an hour to pick you 
up.” Chaim davened with kavanah for a half-hour. When Rav Shimshon came back, he said to 
Chaim, “I feel that you didn’t reach the right level yet. I’ll be back in another half-hour.” In the 
stillness of the empty desert, Chaim finally realized that there is really no one that can help him 
other than Hashem. He davened and cried, pouring his heart out to Hashem like never before. 
When Rav Shimshon came back to pick him up, he said, “Now I feel that you really connected to 
Hashem. I’m sure you will have a child this year.” And so he did! 

רוח התפילה


