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' ה כתה
{Lesson #7} 

Who gives to the animal its food, ִלְבֵהָמה ַלְחָמּה, נֹוֵתן  

and to young ravens that call. .אּו  ִלְבֵני ֹעֵרב ֲאֶׁשר ִיְקָרָֽ

Hashem does not desire the strength of the horse,  ֶיְחָּפץ, ַהּסּוסלֹא ִבְגבּוַרת  

nor does He want the swiftness of the legs of man.  ִיְרֶצהלֹא ְבׁשֹוֵקי ָהִאיׁש.  

Hashem wants those who fear him,  ְיֵרָאיורֹוֶצה ה' ֶאת,  

those who hope for His kindness.  ְלַחְסּדֹוֶאת ַהְמַיֲחִלים.  
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לא בגבורת הסוס יחפץ...רוצה ד' 

 - את יראיו, את המיחלים לחסדו

Hashem does not desire the 

strength of the horse, nor does 

He want the swiftness of the 

legs of man. Hashem wants 

those who fear him, those who 

hope for His kindness. 

A Yid should not put his 

confidence in his strength, 

nor in the strength of his [or 

his government’s] horses, 

tanks, or fighter jets. Instead, 

we must trust and fear only 

Hashem.  

When someone truly fears 

Hashem, he will realize that 

he is not so deserving. The 

greater one is, the more he 

recognizes that he has room 

to grow yet greater.  Such a 

person hopes that Hashem 

will be kind to him, but does 

not expect it or imagine he 

deserves it. This is the 

meaning of our פסוק:   

Hashem wants those who fear 

him, those who hope for His 

kindness. 

 (עולת תמיד)

Q. Why is it that when someone 

truly fears Hashem, he only 

hopes Hashem will be kind to 

him, but does not expect it? 

 

 To the young – לבני עורב אשר יקראו

ravens that call. 

[One species of] raven chicks are 

neglected by their mother 

because the black-colored 

mother doesn’t recognize the 

white chicks as her own children. 

The starving and helpless chicks 

cry out, and they are helped by 

none other than Hashem. 

Hashem causes the parent bird to 

deposit its dung in the nest. 

Worms develop from the waste, 

providing the raven chicks with 

food. The raven chicks also plead 

to Hashem to provide rain, and 

He listens to them.  ( 'פרקי דר

 (אליעזר, פרק כ"א

This shows Hashem’s concern for 

the weakest and most helpless 

creatures. 

If Hashem provides such 

excellent חההשג  and compassion 

to simple animals, we can be sure 

that He provides so much more 

 and compassion to us, His השגחה

chosen people, even if we do not 

yet recognize it all! 

 (עץ יוסף)

Q. From where do we see that Hashem is 

concerned even about the weakest and 

most helpless creatures? 

נותן לבהמה 

 Who – לחמה

gives to the 

animal its 

food. 

To show that 

success does 

not depend on 

a person’s 

wisdom, skill, 

or effort,  דוד

 points המלך

out that even 

the בהמה (such 

as cattle, 

sheep, and 

goats) which 

has little 

wisdom or 

hunting skills, 

gets its food 

without 

exerting much 

effort. So, too, 

Hashem can 

provide for us 

in any 

circumstance. 

 

Q. From where do we 

see that Hashem can 

provide for a person’s 

needs even if the 

person is lacking 

wisdom and skill? 
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 The אלשיך  הקדוש once spoke about the importance of absolute אמונה and בטחון to a group of 

people. Amongst the group was a simple laborer, a lime miner named Moshe. After hearing 

the words of the   אלשיך , he thought to himself, “If so, I am wasting my precious time working 

each day. I perform back-breaking labor, and barely eke out a living.  Instead, I will place 

absolute trust in Hashem that He will provide me and my family with our needs. I will sit at 

home and say Tehilim all day.” (He was a simple man, and saying Tehilim was the most he 

was able to do.) His wife and children begged him to go to work. They did not want to starve 

to death. But he shouted at them, “Are you insane? I heard directly from the   אלשיך that if a 

person trusts fully in Hashem, He will provide him with all he needs. There is no need to work. 

Come join me.”  

With no need to work, Moshe sold his donkey and wagon to Peter, a non-Jew. Peter went 

with the donkey to a mine lime. While there, he struck upon a treasure! He hurriedly loaded 

it onto the wagon, and went to search for more. Unfortunately, all of Peter’s digging caused 

a large boulder to loosen. It tumbled down, crushing Peter to death beneath it. Night drew 

near, and the donkey grew impatient waiting for his master. The donkey was used to being 

led to Moshe’s house after work each day, and tonight, the donkey found its way there on its 

own. Moshe’s family members heard their old donkey baying and went outside to see what 

was going on. Sure enough, they noticed the treasure on the wagon. They soon learned that 

Peter had died, and the treasure was theirs! Moshe was right. He had absolute  בטחון , and 

Hashem took care of all his needs!     

 

 The רוקח explains that the פסוק of  לחמה לבהמהנותן  refers to a bear. A bear cub is unable to  
join its mother as she hunts for food, so Hashem prepares its food from its very own paws. A 
cub sucks on its paws, and food tasting sweet as honey emerges.                   (עץ יוסף) 
 

 ,refers to a dog. As further proof נותן לבהמה לחמה of פסוק understands  that the (ב"ב ח.) תוספות
he points out that the גמטריא of בהמה and  כלב are both 52. When in the wild, a dog does not 
have easy access to food. Hashem created its digestive system to work very slowly, so the 
food it eats stays in its stomach for three days. 
  

We see from all this that Hashem supplies food to every creature according to its need.       
  )שבת קנה:(

 

 

List 10 things Hashem gives you each day for which you exert almost no effort (sight, food…) 

 




