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 ' הכתה 
{Lesson #6} 

Great is our Master   ינּו ֵֽ  ָּגדֹול ֲאדֹונ 

and abundant in strength,  ֹּכחַ ְוַרב,  

His understanding is beyond counting. .ין ִמְסָּפר  ִלְתבּוָנתֹו א 

Hashem encourages the humble,  ד ד', ֲעָנִויםְמעֹוד   

He lowers the wicked to the ground. ְׁשִּפיל ֶרץ. מ  י ָאֵֽ ְרָׁשִעים ֲעד   

Call out to Hashem with thanks, ַלה' ְּבתֹוָדה, ֱענּו  

sing to our Hashem with the harp.  ינּו .ְּבִכּנֹורַזְּמרּו ל אֹלק   

Who covers the sky with clouds,  ִים ,ְּבָעִביםַהְמַכֶּסה ָׁשַמֵֽ  

Who prepares rain for the earth, ֵּמִכין ֶרץ ָמָטר, ה  ָלָאֵֽ  

Who makes grass grow on the mountains.  יַח ָחִציר. ָהִריםַהַּמְצִמֵֽ  
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  - המכסהַשמיםַבעבים
Who covers the sky  with 

clouds. 
 
When thick grey clouds 
cover the skies, the 
world appears dark and 
dreary. But everyone 
knows that those clouds 
are actually a ברכה, for 
they bring down 
beneficial rain that will 
provide life-sustaining 
water for all to drink. It 
will also produce 
beautiful fields, orchards 
and lush pasture. The 
rains will provide food 
for animals, birds, and 
people.  
Throughout our history, 
there have been times 
when the world was dark 
with clouds of war and 
persecution. But when  
 comes, we will see  משיח

how all those events 
were the “rain” that 
produced the fruits of 
the ישועה, the rebuilding 
of the Beis Hamikdash, 
and the return of the 
Yidden  to our precious 
land. 
 

(Service of the Heart)  

Q. Every challenge that 
a person goes through 
brings us closer to the 
coming of 
_______________. 
 

 
 
 

 
 - ֶענּוַלד'ַבתודה,ַזמרוַלאלוקינוַבכינור
Call out to Hashem with thanks, sing to 

our Hashem with a harp. 
 
The  מצודת דוד  and מצודת ציון  both 
translate the word ֶענּו  to mean raising 
one’s voice in thanksgiving. This is similar 
to the word  וענית by  מקרא ביכורים , which 
 also translates as raising one’s voice   רש"י
   .   )דברים כו,ה(
Why does  דוד המלך  instruct us to raise 
our voice when expressing gratitude to 
Hashem?  After all, Hashem hears our 
praise even when it is said in a low voice! 
 teaches us a lesson here as to  דוד המלך

how we must give praise to Hashem. 
When we are in desperate need of 
something, we request it of Hashem in a 
heartfelt manner.  We are aware that a 
 request - without emotion does – בקשה
not suffice. Raising our voices also helps 
us daven with greater intensity.  
Likewise, when we thank Hashem for all 
the good He does for us, we must express 
our praise and gratitude with the same 
concentration and intensity. True, it 
makes no difference to Hashem if we 
raise our voices, but to us – the people 
giving the praise, it makes all the 
difference.  
Therefore, דוד המלך  says, ענו לד' בתודה – 
raise you voice with thanks - express your 
thanks to Hashem with heartfelt emotion 
and enthusiasm. Anything less is 
inadequate. 

(Based on Portraits of Prayer) 

 
Q. Why must one raise his voice to thank 
Hashem? 
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
___ 

'ַהמעודדַענויםַ - 
Hashem 

encourages the 
humble. 

 
Every human 
being is sent into 
this world with a 
mission, and he is 
provided with the 
talents he needs 
to accomplish it. 
Yet, often, the 
person has no 
idea what his 
mission is. 
Because he may 
appear so plain 
and simple, even 
the people 
around him find it 
difficult to 
understand what 
his purpose and 
mission is in this 
world. Hashem 
knows better, and 
gives him the 
encouragement 
he needs to be 
successful.  
 

(Service of the 
Heart) 

 

Q. Hashem 
encourages us 
and helps us find 
our 
_____________ 
in life. 
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On Sunday, September 6, 1970, TWA Flight 741, en-route from Tel Aviv to New York via Frankfurt, 
Germany, was hijacked by the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, a group of Arab terrorists 
commonly known as the PFLP. SwissAir Flight 100, en-route from Zurich to New York, was simultaneously 
hijacked by the PFLP. Both planes were diverted from their flight paths and forced to land in an airport in 
the province of Zarqa, forty miles from Amman, Jordan. For the release of the hostages, the terrorists 
demanded of England, France, Germany, and Israel that they release terrorists serving time in their jails. 
The word spread like wildfire:  Rav Yitzchok Hutner, Rosh Yeshivas Chaim Berlin, together with his 
daughter and son-in-law, were among the hostages. Yeshivos worldwide gathered in their batei medrash 
to daven and recite Tehillim, pleading to Hashem for their safety and swift release. Finally, on Shabbos, 
September 26th, after almost three weeks in captivity, they were freed. A feeling of great relief swept 
across world-wide Jewry, who had spent so much time and effort davening on their behalf. The next day, 
as bachurim were enjoying their lunch break in the Telzer Yeshiva in Cleveland, Ohio, they received a 
message that their Rosh Yeshivah, Rav Mordechai Gifter, wished to address them. Of course, they all 
hurriedly made their way to the beis medrash. As the seats filled up, the bachurim wondered aloud what 
urgent message their Rosh Yeshivah wished to tell them.  
The answer was quick in coming. Rav Gifter entered and said, “My dear talmidim, for the past three weeks 
we have been drenching our sifrei Tehillim, pleading with Hashem that the rosh yeshivah of Chaim Berlin, 
together with all the hostages, should be released immediately and without harm. We have just learned 
that, with Hashem’s kindness, the hostages have been released. Now, after reciting so much Tehillim 
pleading with Hashem for their safety, we will recite Tehillim thanking Hashem for His kindness. Of 
course, our recitation will be recited with the same intensity and emotion as it was recited the past three 
weeks.” With that, the roar of the Tehillim could once again be heard in the beis medrash, this time as 
the assembled cried out their thanks and gratitude to Hashem. 
Rav Gifter’s speech could not wait until later, when the lunch break was over. He was imparting that it 
was just as urgent to thank Hashem when they learned of the salvation as it was to recite Tehillim when 
they learned of the hijacking. The outpouring of gratitude must be at least as great and intense as the cry 
for help was. 
 

        (Portraits of Prayer) 

 
 
The word   ֶענּו - raise or speak up - is the same as ָעִני - a poor man.  
What is the connection? Rav Avigdor Miller explains that an ָעִני “speaks up” and cries out for help 
because of his suffering and distress. In truth, Hashem made him poor specifically so that he would 
call out to Hashem. But wise men do not wait until they are in pain to call out to Hashem. They choose 
to call out to Hashem from happiness and thanksgiving, avoiding the need to suffer.  
There are two methods of “speaking up” – which would you rather? 

 

 

 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri 

I davened this Hallelukah with 
concentration and enthusiasm in my thanks 
to Hashem 

      




