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ביאור תפילה

Aim

כתה ה‘ Lesson 4

[Hashem] does justice for the 
oppressed,

ֹעֶׂשה ִמְׁשָּפט
ַלֲעׁשּוִקים 

He gives bread [food] to the                  , ֶחם ָלְרֵעִבים ֹנֵתן ֶלֽ
Hashem unties those who are bound. ה' ַמִּתיר ֲאסּוִרים
Hashem gives sight to the                    , ַח ִעְוִרים ה' ֹּפֵקֽ
Hashem  the bent, ה' ֹזֵקף ְּכפּוִפים
Hashem  the tzaddikim. ה' ֹאֵהב ַצִּדיִקים
Hashem  the geirim (converts), ה' ֹׁשֵמר ֶאת ֵּגִרים
He encourages the orphan and widow, ָיתֹום ְוַאְלָמָנה ְיעֹוֵדד
and the ways of the wicked, 
He will twist.

ֶרְך ְרָׁשִעים ְוֶדֽ
ְיַעֵּות 

Hashem will rule                      , ִיְמֹלְך ה' ְלעֹוָלם
Your Hashem, Tziyon [the Yidden],  ֱאֹלַקִיְך ִצּיֹון
from generation to generation ְלֹדר ָוֹדר
praise Hashem! ַהְללּוָיּה

To continue to explain this mizmor, concentrating on the many kindnesses that Hashem does for 
all people at all times, and especially in protecting those who are downtrodden and alone. 
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התעוררות בתפילה
 HE DOES JUSTICE ,ֹעֶׂשה ִמְׁשָּפט ַלֲעׁשּוִקים

for the oppressed.
If a rasha treats someone terribly, 
Hashem will always bring him to justice. 
It may take months or years, but when 
Hashem feels the time is right, the 
rasha will get what he deserves. When 
resha’im are punished, it is a kiddush 
Hashem because then people see that 
it is Hashem who controls the world, 
and the resha’im cannot do as they 
please. In the town of the Chafetz 
Chaim, there lived a poor widow with 
her little children, who owed rent to 
their landlord. The landlord wanted to 
evict them from their home in middle 
of the bitter winter even though they 
had nowhere to go. When they would 
not leave, he removed the roof of 
the house. Neighbors all shouted at 
him, “How can you be so cruel to this 
widow and her children?” but he paid 
no attention. The Chafetz Chaim said 
to himself, “The landlord will surely not 
get away with this. The Torah clearly 
says about one who is cruel to orphans 
and widows that Hashem will punish 
him with death.  Around ten years later, 
this landlord was bitten by a wild dog, 
and after a few days, he started barking 
like a dog. It wasn’t long before he died.

ֵּגִרים ֶאת  ֹׁשֵמר   Hashem ה’ 
protects geirim.

The Radak explains 
that the word ֵגִרים can 
also mean strangers. 
A “stranger” is anyone 
who feels like they do 
not belong where they 
are. An example of this 
is someone who is in a 
new place or in a place 
without any friends.
The possuk says that 
Hashem protects all such 
people. This is a great 
comfort to people who 
find themselves alone 
or who feel helpless. 
They should remind 
themselves that Hashem 
is always with them and 
there to protect them. 
It also applies to all the 
Yidden in Galus. As long 
as Moshiach is not yet 
here, we are all strangers 
in a foreign land. But we 
always remember that 
Hashem is our Protector 
and is with us wherever 
we are in the world.  

ְלעֹוָלם ה’   ,ִיְמֹלְך 
Hashem will rule 

forever.
This sentence can 
be understood 
on two levels. 
First, it is a 
declaration that 
Hashem will rule 
forever. Second, 
it is a tefillah that 
Hashem should 
rule forever. 
We ask that 
Hashem should 
be recognized as 
the One King by 
all people forever. 
The Radak 
explains that this 
will take place 
when Moshiach 
comes.At that 
time all the praises 
of the previous 
pesukim, which 
speak about how 
Hashem helps 
every person, will 
be fulfilled to their 
fullest.  
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Question 1:
Why is it a kiddush Hashem when we see a rasha get punished?

Question 2:
How should one comfort himself when he feels alone?

Question 3:
What are we davening for when we say “ ִיְמֹלְך ה’ ְלעֹוָלם”?
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Rav Elchanan Wasserman, Rosh Yeshivah of Baranovitch, once had a minyan in his house and a 
bochur who was new to the yeshiva was the shliach tzibbur. This bochur was not familiar with 
the slow pace of davening at the yeshiva and was used to davening quickly. Several times during 
davening, as the bochur hurried along, Rav Elchanan lifted his head to look at him, his gaze both 
surprised and somewhat troubled. 
When the tefillah was over, Rav Elchanan motioned the bochur to come over to him. First, he 
asked him his name and where he was from. Then he said gently, “I want you to know that the 
possuk, ְוַנְסֶּתם ְוֵאין ֹרֵדף ֶאְתֶכם , You will run away but there will be no one chasing you (,ויקרא כ“ו 
”.the punishments, in the Torah ,ּתֹוָכָחה is part of the (י“ז
Rav Elchanan’s admonition, delivered so gently, left a lasting impression on the bochur. Davening 
in a hurry, without any thought or meaning, is senseless – like fleeing from non-existent enemies.

.Hashem loves tzaddikim – ה’ ֹאֵהב ַצִּדיִקים
Hashem loves tzaddikim because they become great due to their own hard work. One can only 
be a Kohen or a Levi if he is born into a family of Kohanim or Leviim. But being a tzaddik is 
something that every person can be, as long as he works on it. 
If Hashem has a special love for tzaddikim, so should we! By doing so, we are emulating the ways 
of Hashem.
In what way can you show love to tzaddikim?

The Tur (סי’ נ“א) quotes Rav Amram who says that one should connect each Halleluka to the 
next Halleluka. This means one should recite the word Halleluka that appears at the end of one 
mizmor together with the word Halleluka that appears at the beginning of the following mizmor, 
with no pause between them (Aruch HaShulchan). 

ידוע תדע

הלכה

הנהגה בתפילה

רוח התפילה

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri
I davened this Halleluka at a calm 
pace (not in a hurry, like in the story 
with Rav Elchanan)


