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ביאור תפילה

כתה ד‘ Lesson 3

You are the source of all  berachah ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה

Hashem ה'

our Hashem, ֱאֹלֵהינּו 

the                                of the world, ֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֶמֽ

the mighty Hashem ָהֵאל

the merciful Father, ָהָאב ָהַרֲחָמן

Who is praised ַהְמֻהָּלל

by the mouth of His                             , ְּבִפי ַעּמֹו 

praised and glorified ְמֻׁשָּבח ּוְמֹפָאר

by the tongue of His pious ones ִּבְלׁשֹון ֲחִסיָדיו

and His servants, ַוֲעָבָדיו

and with the songs of Dovid,  ּוְבִׁשיֵרי ָדִוד

Your                              . ַעְבֶּדָך 
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התעוררות בתפילה
ָהַרֲחָמן  THE MERCIFUL ,ָהָאב 

FATHER
We refer to Hashem as our 
Father, and Hashem refers 
to us as His children, as the 
possuk says about Klal Yisroel: 
ַאֶּתם ַלה’  You are sons to ,ָּבִנים 
Hashem. We developed this 
relationship when Hashem 
made a ְּבִרית with the Avos, 
and by Har Sinai when we 
were chosen to be the one 
nation of Hashem.
The mercy of a father to a son is 
unlimited. A father constantly 
looks out for his son, even if 
the son is underserving. The 
Gemara says that Yidden are 
called children of Hashem 
even when they do aveiros. 
Nothing can break the special 
bond of a father and a son, 
and nothing can break the 
special bond that we have 
with Hashem. 
No matter how much a son 
misbehaves, or how good 
another person’s son behaves, 
a father will always be 
devoted to his own son more 
than to anyone else, because 
his own son is closest to his 
heart. ֶׁשִּנְקְראּו ִיְׂשָרֵאל   ֲחִביִבין 
ַלָּמקֹום  How beloved ― ָבִנים 
are the Yidden, who are called 
children of Hashem! How 
fortunate we are that Hashem 
is our loving Father!

 ְמֻׁשָּבח ּוְמֹפָאר ִּבְלׁשֹון ֲחִסיָדיו ַוֲעָבָדיו
WHEN WE BEGIN to praise 
Hashem, we face a difficult 
question: Who are we to 
praise Hashem when we are so 
small in comparison with Him? 
Imagine a great Gadol hador, 
one of the biggest talmidei 
chachamim alive, a Rebbi to 
many of the Roshei Yeshiva all 
over the world. He has learned 
the entire Torah and has taught 
hundreds of talmidim. He goes 
all over the world to guide 
Jewish communities with his 
wisdom. Do you think it would 
be proper for a nine-year old 
boy to approach this Gadol 
and give him a compliment for 
being a good Rosh Yeshiva!? 
In the same way, is it really 
proper for a weak human being 
to praise Hashem for all of the 
amazing things that He does 
as the Creator of the entire 
world? In Boruch She’amar, 
we answer this question: We 
are not saying our own praises, 
but repeating the praises that 
were composed by Moshe 
Rabbeinu, Dovid HaMelech, 
and other Nevi’im and 
tzaddikim. We praise Hashem 
with the words of ֲחִסיָדיו ַוֲעָבָדיו, 
Hashem’s great tzaddikim and 
servants, and ָדִוד  with ,ְבִׁשיֵרי 
the songs and mizmorim that 
Dovid wrote in Tehillim.

ּוְמֹפָאר ְמֻׁשָּבח  ַעּמֹו  ְּבִפי   ַהְמֻהָּלל 
ִּבְלׁשֹון ֲחִסיָדיו ַוֲעָבָדיו

THERE ARE TWO levels of 
praising Hashem discussed 
in this tefillah. The first is 
ַעּמֹו ְּבִפי   Hashem is ,ַהְמֻהָּלל 
praised by the mouth of 
His nation. This means that 
it is as if the whole nation is 
using one mouth to praise 
Hashem, wholeheartedly 
and with excitement. This 
is the level of praise that 
is fitting for “His nation” as 
a whole, i.e., the regular, 
ordinary Yidden. 
We then move on to 
describe an even higher 
level ― the praise of ֲחִסיָדיו 
 Hashem’s pious ― ַוֲעָבָדיו
ones and servants. They 
are the tzaddikim who 
praise Hashem with much 
more thought and depth 
and use careful and exact 
language to praise Hashem. 
This is what we mean 
when we say ֲחִסיָדיו  ִּבְלׁשֹון 
 ”,with “the tongue ,ַוֲעָבָדיו
meaning the carefully 
chosen words of these 
great tzaddikim. Their 
praise is like that of the 
tzaddik Dovid HaMelech, 
as we say, ַעְבֶּדָך ָדִוד   ,ּוְבִׁשיֵרי 
with the praises of Dovid, 
Your servant. 
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A man once came to the Rav Elyashiv with a painful question. “My wife is very sick but she does 
not want anyone to know about it, even her own father. I feel that my wife’s father should be 
told so he can daven for his daughter’s recovery. I know the Gemara says that one may not 
reveal secrets, but in this case, am I allowed to tell my wife’s secret to her father so that he can 
daven for her?”
Rav Elyashiv said, “The heartfelt tefillos of a parent for a child are incredibly powerful. Such 
tefillos are very likely to be accepted by Hashem. Therefore, under these circumstances, you 
may tell her parents father so that he can daven for your wife. If your wife would understand the 
amazing power of her father’s tefillos and what they can accomplish for her, she would surely 
agree to tell him.”

In Baruch She’amar some people say, “ַהְמֻהָּלל ְּבִפי ַעּמֹו” (as we have on this worksheet). The word 
ַעּמֹו means “with the mouth of.” Other people, however, say ְּבִפי “ְּבֶפה”   ְּבֶפה The word .ַהְמֻהָּלל 
means only “with the mouth.” Why do they use this word?  
As we learned last time, Baruch She’amar has eighty-seven words, the gematria of the word ָּפז, 
refined gold. The word ְּבֶפה is the same gematria as the word ָּפז, eighty-seven. By saying ַהְמֻהָּלל 
 ,we are hinting that Hashem is praised through this very praise of Baruch She’amar ,“ְּבֶפה” ַעּמֹו
which has eighty-seven – ָּפז ― words. (אריז”ל)

Put a check if you stood respectfully during Baruch She’amar and you said it pleasantly.

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

ידוע תדע

הנהגה בתפילה

רוח התפילה

Because the tefillah of Baruch She’amar is so special, we must say it standing, slowly and clearly, and 
with a tune.

הלכה


