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'בכתה 
{Lesson #7} 

And you should tie them [these words of שמע]  ּוְקַׁשְרָּתם 

as a sign on your arm, ָך, ְלאֹות ֶֽ ׀ ַעל ָיד   

and they should be tefilin ְוָהיּו ְלֹטָטֹפת 

between your eyes. 

      The special messages of שמע are so important. 

 Therefore, we write them  in the תפילין that we wear. 

יָך. ֵּבין ֶֽ ׀ ֵעינ   
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בין עיניך לטטפתוהיו   
 
According to some מפרשים, 
the word "טטפת" means a 
 or ornament that is תכשיט
worn on a high place and is 
visible to others. Our  תפילין
 are a crown of של ראש
royalty with which we 
adorn ourselves. We are 
the children and servants  
of Hashem, the King of 
kings. When we wear our 
 as our badges of תפילין
honor and signs of royalty, 
it serves not only as a 
reminder to us – the 
wearers - to fulfill our 
mission, but also to the 
other nations who see it 
displayed. This is as the 
וראו כל עמי הארץ   says פסוק 
כי שם ה' נקרא עליך ויראו 
 All the nations of the - ממך: 
world will see the name of 
Hashem called upon you 
and they will fear you. All 
the nations will realize that 
the Yidden represent 
Hashem in this world. We - 
the nation that is 
associated with Hashem - 
will inspire all the other 
nations to fear Him.  

 
 

על ידך לאותוקשרתם   
 
The actual מצוות of 
 are ציצית and תפילין
rewards for אברהם אבינו 
for saying to the king of 
ואם מחוט ועד "  - סדום
 .שרוך נעל" 
 
Our תפילין serve as a 
sign for two things. 
Firstly, since               
 is written in יציאת מצרים
our תפילין,  it is a sign to 
remember that Hashem 
took us out of מצרים 
with a strong hand and 
he showed that He is 
the only power in the 
world. In addition, 
 is a sign of the תפילין
great reciprocal אהבה 
between us and 
Hashem. Just as we 
wear תפילין which 
declare our love of 
Hashem, Hashem wears 
 which declare His תפילין
love for us.  
We became Hashem’s 
 when he freed us עבדים
from the slavery of 
 and we must ,מצרים
therefore always do His 
 and learn His מצוות
Torah.   
 
 

 
 

 
When we say שמע 
twice each day, we 
accept the  עול מלכות
 and שמים
acknowledge that 
Hashem is the One 
and only power in 
the world. Since the 
 is תפילין of מצוה
mentioned in the 
 ,שמע of פרשיות
there is a special ענין 
to be wearing  our    
 when reciting תפילין
  .קריאת שמע
The פסוקים inside 
our תפילין contain 
very important 
ideas, such as the 
important messages 
of שמע. Therefore, 
we wear them on 
our head - near the 
brain, and on our 
arm - near the 
heart. This way, we 
will constantly 
remember these 
important messages 
in our head and 
engrave them on 
our heart. 
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 who lived at the time of the wicked Roman Empire. The Romans צדיק  was a great אלישע בעל כנפיים 
decreed that anyone caught wearing   תפילין  would be punished by having his brains drilled out. But 
 A Roman officer once noticed .מצוה unwilling to give up this precious , תפילין proudly wore his אלישע
him, and tried to catch him. אלישע ran away, and also quickly removed his תפילין , holding them in his 
closed hands. When the officer finally caught him, he asked, “What is in your hands?” אלישע 
answered, “Nothing much. Just the wings of a dove.” Hashem made a  נס, and when he opened his 
hands to show the officer, the תפילין turned into dove wings! This is how אלישע earned his name  בעל
 choose to say “dove’s wings”, and not something אלישע means wings.  Why did כנפיים because ,כנפיים
else? The answer is that Yidden are compared to a dove. And just as the dove’s wings protect it from 
its enemies,  the  מצוות we do protect us from our enemies. 
 

 גמ' שבת' מט:

 One who is careful to treat his תפילין with proper קדושה and to wear them in the proper manner, will 

live a long life, and is assured a חלק in (באר היטב  סי' ל"ז  ס"ק א')    .עולם הבא 

What are תפילין? Here is a bit detailed but very incomplete summary:  תפילין של יד is a box made of 

one compartment, while תפילין של ראש is a box made of four separate compartments. These special 

boxes are called בתים, “houses” for the heiligeh פרשיות. The בתים  are made from the skin of a כשר 

animal and must be painted black with special ink/paint called דיו. The בתים must be perfectly square. 

The letter "ש" is carved out on two sides of the של ראש  [The right "ש" has 3 heads and the left one 

has 4 heads]. The backs of the בתים have a slit in them for a רצועה (leather strap) to go through.  

There are four פרשיות of קדש, והיה כי יביאך, שמע, והיה אם שמוע( תפילין( which must be written on קלף 

(parchment) with דיו. Inside the של יד, these four פרשיות are written on a single קלף, which is inserted 

into the single large compartment. Inside the של ראש, each of the four  יותפרש  is written on a separate 

piece of קלף and inserted into its own compartment. Before being inserted inside the בתים, each קלף 

is rolled up from the last column toward the first, like a ספר תורה.  The בתים are sewn tightly shut 

with special thread  which comes from the sinews of a כשר animal. 

 ,תפילין to them and must be taken care of properly. While wearing קדושה have a very great תפילין 

one must constantly remember that he is wearing them. Therefore, one should frequently touch his 

  .to make sure he never takes his mind off them תפילין

 

 
As we just learned, תפילין have a very great קדושה to them, almost like a Sefer Torah. If you hold your 

father’s or brother’s תפילין, you are very lucky! Remember to treat them with tremendous respect.  

 

 
Ask an adult you know (rebbi, father, grandfather etc) to show you his pair of תפילין and explain to 

you some of its many details, as we’ve learned above. 












