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The פסוקים of שמע discuss so many 
fundamental מצוות such as לימוד התורה, 
   .ייחוד ה' and ,אהבת ה'
The חפץ חיים writes the following  משל: 
A wealthy man was embarking on a 
long journey. Before leaving, he called 
in his servant and gave him a list of 
instructions to follow while he was 
away. It said, “Water the plants, wipe 
away the dust, feed the birds, etc.” To 
be sure the servant would remember 
what to do, he instructed him to read 
the list every morning and evening. 
When the wealthy man returned 
home, he saw that the plants had 
withered, his house was covered in 
dust, and a bad smell came from his 
dead birds. 
The servant excitedly hurried over to 
his master and said, “I did exactly what 
you told me to do. I read the instruction 
sheet every morning and evening!” But 
the master was annoyed and said to 
him, “You foolish servant, do you think 
I needed you to read the paper? It was 
just a way to remind you of the jobs! I 
needed you to do the actual jobs!” 
So too, says the חפץ חיים, the מצוה of 
saying  שמע is to remind us about the 
important תמצוו  that are mentioned in 
 and fail to do the שמע If we say .שמע
 we are acting exactly like that ,מצוות
foolish servant. 

ב' כתה 

Before the soldiers of  כלל
כהן   fought a war, the ישראל
 would address משוח מלחמה
them. He would begin his 
speech with the words, 

אתם קרבים היום  ישראל שמע  . 
 explain that he began חז"ל 

with the words  שמע ישראל 
which allude to קריאת שמע, 
as if to say that even if the 
only  זכות the Yiddishe 
soldiers have is the  מצוה of 
saying שמע, they are worthy 
of Hashem’s help to win the 
war.  
Similarly, the  פסוק by 
 :says גלית  הפלשתי
ויגש הפלשתי השכם והערב 

פסוק טז( )שמואל א פרק יז  . 
The סוטה מב:( גמרא(  explains 
that   גלית  approached the 
Yiddishe army camp each 
morning and evening  כדי
 to ,לבטלן מק"ש שחרית וערבית
disrupt them from saying 
the morning and evening 
 explains חפץ חיים  The .שמע
that  גלית was hoping that if 
the Yidden did not say שמע, 
he would be able to defeat 
them in battle. 

The  חכמים explain the 
words ובשכבך ובקומך to 
mean that there is a   מצות
 קריאת שמע  to say עשה
twice each day – at the 
time we lie down at night, 
and at the time we rise up 
in the morning. The   ספר
 explains )מצוה ת"כ( החינוך
that since we live in a 
world that is full of 
distractions and 
temptations, it is very 
easy for us to lose focus of 
our purpose in this world. 
We therefore need to be 
constantly reminded that 
Hashem created and is 
King over the world, and 
we must follow his מצוות. 
When we say שמע, we 
remind ourselves of these 
messages. Hashem gave 
us the  מצוה to say שמע in 
the morning so we will 
remember Him 
throughout the day, and 
again at night so that we 
will remember Him at 
night. When we have 
Hashem on our minds 
constantly, we will 
certainly always act the 
way He expects of us. 

{Lesson #6} 

The following words of this special letter are instructing us to read the letter twice each day. 

ְכְבָך ּוְבקּומ   ָךּוְבשָׁ  
And when you lie down and when you rise 
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 The ספר אור זרוע writes a story about a man named Rav Bunim. Rav Bunim used to bury 

people that were נפטר. One day, Rav Bunim came to shul to daven, and in front of the 

shul, he saw someone he had just buried. Rav Bunim asked him, “Aren’t you the person 

who was נפטר that I just buried?” “Yes”, he replied. Rav Bunim asked him, “How is it for 

you in עולם הבא?” He replied, “Very good”. Rav Bunim asked him what special זכות he had 

to merit such a good portion in עולם הבא. After all, this man had been a rather simple 

person. He replied, “I merited a good portion in עולם הבא entirely because I would come 

to shul and say the ברכות with much geshmak, in a pleasant voice. For this reason, I was 

brought into גן עדן, where I receive a lot of כבוד.”  

The  אור זרוע concludes that we must learn from this story to say the praises of Hashem 

in a pleasant voice and with כוונה. With this, we will merit גן עדן.                                                          

 )אור זרוע הלכות שבת ס' מ"ב אות ז'(

 
ד(,)דברים ו רבינו בחיי   writes that גן עדן was created for those people who say שמע with כונה 
 .)לאותם המיחדים בכונה(

 When we say שמע, it is very important to have כונה, which includes paying attention and 
understanding the meaning of the words. Therefore, the הלכה is that not only are we not 
allowed to talk during שמע, we are not even allowed to motion with our hands or hint 
something with our eyes to another person [at least in the first פרשה, and some say also 
in the second פרשה]. 
 )גמ' יומא יט: ומובא בשו"ע סי' ס"ג ס"ו, ופירש"י שם הטעם משום כונה(

 When we say שמע until ובשעריך, we will be very careful to pay attention to the words 
that we are saying, and we will not motion to anyone. 












