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Last time we discussed the “letter” that our King, Hashem, has given us. 
This possuk contains the first mitzvah in this important “letter.”

Listen, Klal Yisrael:  ְשַׁמע ִיְׂשָרֵאל
Hashem is our Hashem ה’ ֶאֺלֵהינּו
Hashem is One ה’ ֶאָחד

WE LEARN FROM 
the possuk of Shema 
Yisrael that it is a 
mitzvah for everyone 
to know that Hashem 
is the One Who 
created the world, 
that He is in charge of 
everything, and there 
is no one else but Him.
Every single thing 
in the entire world 
happens only because 
Hashem makes it 
happen. When we say 
this possuk, we accept 
Hashem as our King. 
This is called ַקָּבַלת עֹול 
 accepting ,ַמְלכּות ָׁשַמִים
Hashem’s kingdom 
upon ourselves. 

THE MITZVAH TO accept 
Hashem as our King is 
different than most mitzvos 
in two ways:
1) We can fulfill this mitzvah 
just by thinking about it in 
our minds. We don’t have to 
say anything! (The mitzvah to 
say the words of Shema is a 
separate mitzvah, aside from 
the mitzvah of accepting 
Hashem as our King.) 
2) This mitzvah is one of the 
six ְּתִמיִדיֹות  constant ― ִמְצֹות 
mitzvos. We can fulfill this 
mitzvah every moment by just 
thinking: “Hashem is the One 
Who created the world and is 
in charge of everything.” 
(ספר החינוך מצוה תיז)

THE MESSAGE OF this possuk is that 
Hashem is the One and Only Hashem 
in charge of the whole world (as we 
mentioned earlier). 
What does the possuk mean with the 
words ֶאֹלֵקינּו  ?Hashem is our Hashem ,ה‘ 
Why could it not simply say ‘ְׁשַמע ִיְׂשָרֵאל ה 
?Listen Klal Yisrael, Hashem is one ,ֶאָחד
 means that only we, the Jewish ה‘ ֶאֹלֵקינּו
people, recognize Hashem as our ruler (the 
suffix נּו means “our”); the other nations 
do not. The words ה‘ ֶאָחד mean that ‘ה is 
the One and Only Hashem for everyone 
in the world. The possuk is telling us that 
right now only we – Klal Yisrael – recognize 
that Hashem is in charge and  only we 
serve Him. However, when Moshiach will 
come, Hashem will be ֶאָחד; the whole 
world will recognize that He is in charge, 
and everyone will serve only Him. (רש“י 
(בשם ספרי

To teach the meaning and mitzvah of the first possuk of Shema 
and the idea of ַקָּבַלת עֹול ַמְלכּות ָׁשַמִים
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Hashem loves us. He is our Father and wants to give us everything we need.
Rav Yechezkel Abramsky was a Rav in Russia. The Communist government sent him to a prison 
camp in Siberia for the crime of teaching Torah. In the prison camp, the authorities would take 
away the shoes of all the prisoners. The prisoners had to walk barefoot on the ice in freezing 
weather and many of them got sick and died from the bitter cold.
What did Rav Yechezkel do? When he arrived in Siberia, he turned to Hashem in tefillah and 
asked Him to protect him from getting sick from the cold. Hashem answered his tefillah. The 
entire time that Rav Abramsky was in Siberia he did not even get sick one time ― he did not 
even catch a cold! (Rav Abramsky himself told this story to Rav Shalom Schwadron).

We know that Hashem is in control of everything and we cannot do anything without Hashem’s 
help. Therefore, when we plan on doing something, we say “ ‘ְּבֶעְזַרת ה” (with Hashem’s help), or 
 Saying this reminds us that all of our plans will only happen if it .(if Hashem wants) ”ִאם ִיְרֶצה ה‘ “
is Hashem’s Will for it to happen. 

ַּכָוָנה ְצִריכֹות   When we do an action for a mitzvah, we must have in mind that we are ― ִמְצֹות 
doing it in order to fulfill the mitzvah. (For example, if someone blows a shofar to play a song on 
Rosh HaShanah, he does not fulfill the mitzvah. He must know that he is doing a mitzvah.)
Therefore, before we begin to say Shema, which is a mitzvah in the Torah (ְדאֹוַרְייָתא  we ,(ִמְצָוה 
should have in mind that we are saying these words to fulfill the mitzvah of the Torah to say 
Shema.1

[Suggestion: Explain the difference between saying the words of Krias Shema ― a ִמְצָוה ְדאֹוַרְייָתא ― and saying the 
other parts of davening.]

Continue saying every word of Shema until “ּוִבְׁשָעֶריָך” clearly. Each boy should point in the siddur 
to make sure that they say the words correctly. Practice the words at other times as well.

ידוע תדע

הלכה

הנהגה בתפילה

רוח התפילה

במצוה דאורייתא ודאי קיי“ל דצריכה כונה ובמצוה דרבנן יש דעות אי צריכה כונה או לא עיין שו“ע או“ח ס‘ ס ובמ“ב שם ס“ק י .1






