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התעוררות בתפילה

ביאור תפילה
Aim

כתה א‘ Lesson 4

ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה’ ... ֶׁשלֹא ָעַׂשִני ָעֶבד
Thank you Hashem for not making me a slave!

IN THIS BERACHAH, 
we thank Hashem 
that we are free 
men and not slaves. 
Did we ever think 
how lucky we are 
to be able to go 
where we want, 
eat what we want, 
and play what we 
want? When people 
had slaves, those 
slaves belonged to 
their masters, and 
could only do things 
that their masters 
allowed. The babies 
that were born to 
the slaves belonged 
to the masters too, 
and not to their 
parents. Slaves 
remained slaves 
their entire lives! 

THE SLAVE MENTIONED in this 
berachah is an eved canaani ― a 
goy who is the slave of a Yid. Every 
eved canaani had to accept the 
mitzvos of the Torah and have a bris 
milah. An eved canaani, however, 
is only obligated to do the mitzvos 
that women must do. He is not 
obligated in ְגָרָמא  ,ִמְצַות ֲעֵׂשה ֶׁשַהְזָמן 
time-related mitzvos asei. We men 
and boys have the great z’chus to 
be obligated in all the mitzvos. In 
this berachah, we thank Hashem 
for all the mitzvah opportunities 
that a slave doesn’t have.
Also, even though an eved canaani 
accepts the mitzvos of the Torah 
and has a bris milah, he still does 
not have the kedushah of a Jew. 
Every Jew is a child of Avraham, 
Yitzchak, and Yaakov, while an eved 
canaani is not. We thank Hashem 
that we are part of this special 
family of Klal Yisrael. 

ASIDE FROM THE SLAVES that we 
hear about in stories, there are other 
kinds of slaves that are still all around 
us today. Someone who does not have 
control of himself, and feels forced to 
do what everyone else around him 
does, is a slave to the people around 
him. Someone who constantly follows 
his yetzer hara is a slave to his yetzer 
hara!
By contrast, a person who decides  by 
himself what is right and does what is 
right even if he does not feel like it, or 
a person who decides what is wrong 
and does not do it, even if he feels like 
doing it ― such a person is really free. 
So, when we thank Hashem for not 
making us slaves, we are also thanking 
Him for giving us the ability to go 
against our yetzer hara and what other 
people think, and to follow what we 
know to be the very best thing in the 
world: serving Hashem! 

To focus on the gift, and the different meanings, of freedom. 
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Chaim woke up to an incredible sight ― sunlight coming through the cracks in the walls. He 
couldn’t understand what was happening. Was he still in the concentration camp?
For what seemed like forever, he had been awakened long before daybreak each day by the 
shouts of the German soldiers. What happened today? Chaim then realized that the long-
awaited liberation had arrived! It was really true! The Germans had finally been defeated and 
Chaim and all the other Jews were now free men. They were free to wake up when they wished, 
free to make their own choices, and free to serve Hashem as they had always wanted. Can we 
imagine the berachah of ֶׁשלֹא ָעַׂשִני ָעֶבד that Chaim made on the morning of his liberation?
Let us appreciate how grateful we must be to go to sleep in a comfortable bed, to wake up each 
morning when we are fully rested, and to eat the breakfast of our choice. We do not have to 
work all day for someone else because we are not slaves ― we are free, Jewish children!

The Jewish people were once all slaves ― in Mitzrayim. Many Jews were born in Mitzrayim, lived 
and died there as slaves without ever knowing what it meant to have any freedom at all.
When we thank Hashem that we are not slaves, we remember to also thank Him for taking us 
out of the slavery of Mitzrayim.

There is a mitzvah to remember ְיִציַאת ִמְצַרִים ― Hashem’s taking us out of Mitzrayim ― every 
day. Before we say the berachah of ֶׁשלֹא ָעַׂשִני ָעֶבד we can think for a moment about remembering 
the slavery of Mitzrayim and how Hashem took us out, and we will fulfill this mitzvah! 

Imagine for one minute how miserable we would be if we were slaves today. Now, let us declare: 
“Thank you Hashem that we are not slaves!”

ידוע תדע

הלכה

הנהגה בתפילה

רוח התפילה






