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ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה’ ... ֶׁשלֹא ָעַׂשִני גֹוי
Thank You Hashem for not making me a goy.

WE THANK HASHEM for making us His 
special chosen nation. This is not just an 
extra distinction such as being a Kohen or a 
Levi. It is about a completely different kind of 
existence.
Hashem created four different kinds of 
creations in the world: 1) דֹוֵמם – things that 
are not alive, like stones, earth, and water.     
 Plants. These are completely – צֹוֵמַח (2
different than the first category – they 
are alive. 3) ַחי – Animals. Even though 
plants have some life, but animals are on a 
completely different level: they move, eat, 
feel, and connect to other animals. 4) ְמַדֵּבר 
– People. Animals maybe move and feel,
but only people can think and talk. This puts
them on a completely different level than
animals.
The Kuzari adds that there is also a fifth level
of creation: ִיְׂשָרֵאל – The Jewish people! We
exist on a completely different level than
all other human beings. We have a special
connection with Hashem!

EVERY BOY WANTS 
to grow to be a big 
talmid chacham and 
tzaddik. Every boy 
dreams of being like 
the Gedolim that 
we hear so many 
stories about. Yet 
nothing can start 
without this basic 
foundation: I am 
different from all 
other people in the 
world because I am a 
Jew! I am not a goy! 
Once we appreciate 
this tremendous 
gift and realize how 
lucky we are, we can 
continue to grow 
into the greatest 
Jew we can.

WHEN WE THANK Hashem 
in this berachah for not 
making us a goy, we don’t 
only mean the low goyim 
that we see on the street, 
or the reshaim that we hear 
about. We are also thanking 
Hashem that we are not 
a goy like Noach or Shem 
and Ever, who were great 
tzaddikim! Even though 
these were great people, 
they were not part of Klal 
Yisroel and they were not 
privileged to be commanded 
with the Torah. Goyim only 
have seven mitzvos; we have 
613 mitzvos ― all direct 
instructions from Hashem 
to us, all opportunities to 
serve Hashem. How lucky 
we are!1  

To discuss the difference between a goy and a . 

1. Rav Schwab
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Rav Nota Tzeinworth was a special Yerushalmi Yid who cherished the mitzvos and had a unique 
relationship with Hashem. One morning, he walked into shul, and, uncharacteristically, asked 
someone, “Would you happen to know who won the American presidential election yesterday?” 
The person was astounded to hear Rav Nota ask such a mundane question, let alone before 
davening!
Noticing his puzzled expression, Rav Nota quickly explained, “Every morning I thank Hashem 
that I am not a goy. Which goy do you think I am talking about? Only the simple, lowly goy? 
Absolutely not. I thank Hashem for not making me even the most powerful and important goy 
in the world – the president of the United States! It is important for me to know who the new 
president of America is so I can properly thank Hashem that I am not him! I am lucky to be a Jew 
instead!”

Why do we make this berachah every day? We already thanked Hashem for not making us a goy 
yesterday and nothing has changed since then! The answer is that each day is a new chance to 
do the mitzvos that Hashem gave us. Yesterday we thanked Hashem for the chance to do all His 
mitzvos on that day. Today, when we have new opportunities to do mitzvos, we thank Him again.

hghg
Chazal teach us that the Jewish nation has three characteristics. Jewish people are ַרְחָמִנים, 
merciful; ַּבְיָׁשִנין, bashful; and ַחָסִדים  kind. These are the clear marks of the nation that ,גֹוְמֵלי 
stood at Har Sinai. 

Touch your tzitzis with your right hand and your yarmulke with your left. These make up the 
uniform of a Jewish boy. When we wear a uniform, it is a reminder to ourselves and others who 
we are and what we are.  Let us wear them proudly. We are the elite princes of Hashem!
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