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התעוררות בתפילה

ביאור תפילה
Aim

כתה א‘ Lesson 2

ָּברּוְך ... ַאֶׁשר ָנַתן ַלֶשְׂכִוי ִביָנה ְלַהְבִחין ֵּבין יֹום ּוֵבין ָלְיָלה
Thank you Hashem for giving the heart understanding 

to distinguish between day and night.

IN THIS BERACHAH, we thank 
Hashem for the ability to understand 
when it is time to wake up and start 
our day.
Another meaning of the word ֶשְׂכִוי is 
“rooster.” We also thank Hashem in 
this berachah for giving the rooster 
the ability to know exactly when the 
night ends and the day begins and to 
wake people up to begin their day. 
The rooster was like the alarm clock 
of the olden days. Even people in a 
dark room who could not see the 
sunlight would know when morning 
comes by hearing the rooster’s crow. 
Nowadays, when we say this 
berachah, we can have in mind that 
we also thank Hashem for watches 
and alarm clocks that help us know 
the time and wake us up in the 
morning. 

RAV SHIMON SCHWAB explains 
that Hashem only gave the 
rooster the ability to distinguish 
between night and day – to crow 
when the night ends and the day 
begins. The rooster does not crow 
when the day ends and the night 
begins. This is because when the 
new day begins, a person is filled 
with hope and anticipation for the 
day ahead. However, as night falls, 
a person does not usually have 
the same feeling.
This idea brings out another 
thought that we can have with this 
berachah: “Thank You Hashem for 
causing the rooster to alert us as 
the new day dawns, bringing all 
the excitement and feeling that 
comes along with the new day!”

A PERSON HAS the 
ability to look at the 
world around him and 
see and understand the 
differences between 
different things. The very 
first thing we distinguish 
in the day is between day 
and night – and that is 
what we thank Hashem 
for in this berachah. After 
that, we go on to thank 
Hashem for the other 
important differences 
that affect the life of a 
Jew (e.g., the differences 
between a Jew and a 
non-Jew, a free person 
and a slave, a seeing 
person and a blind one).1  

To teach the meaning of this berachah, 
and to discuss the value of the intellect.
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It is said that the Rambam was once challenged to a debate: Some people close to the king said 
that they could teach a cat to be a waiter, proving that animals have intellect just like people. 
The Rambam said that an animal can never be like a person. 

On the set date, the Rambam went to the king’s palace. At the palace, the tables were set for a 
fancy banquet. At the signal, the cat, dressed as a waiter, walked in carrying a tray piled high with 
dishes and proceeded to serve the guests. It seemed that the Rambam’s opponents had won. 

Then, ever so quietly, the Rambam took a small box out of his pocket and opened the lid. A 
mouse jumped out and ran across the table. The cat, seeing the mouse, suddenly forgot all 
its training and dropped the whole tray of dishes, dashing after its own meal! Everyone then 
realized that while you can train an animal to do certain actions, you cannot actually change it. 
Only a human has intellect that can be used to train and control himself all the time.

Why do we make a berachah to thank Hashem only at the beginning of the day and not at 
the beginning of the night? The answer is that each day begins at a definite time. The night, 
however, begins with a period called ַהְׁשָמׁשֹות  a time when we are not sure if it is day or ,ֵּבין 
night. Since we do not know the exact time that night begins, we cannot make a berachah for 
the beginning of the night. 

ידוע תדע

Before we say this berachah, we will think or say: “What an amazing thing it is that we have our 
intellect! Let us make a berachah to Hashem to thank Him for it!”

הנהגה בתפילה
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