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ביאור תפילה

כתה ו‘ Lesson 1

Dovid HaMelech had a very strong desire to build a House for Hashem, the Beis HaMikdash. 
However, Hashem told him that he would not be able to build it; it would only be built by his son, 
Shlomo HaMelech. Even so, Dovid still did whatever he could to prepare for its building. He set 
aside money and prepared materials so everything would be ready when Shlomo would come to 
build the Beis HaMikdash.  “ֶרְך ָּדִויד  describes what Dovid said when he had finished collecting ”ַוְיָבֽ
everything possible for the Beis HaMikdash:

And Dovid blessed [thanked] Hashem ֶרְך ָּדִויד ֶאת ה' ַוְיָבֽ

in front of the entire                          ְלֵעיֵני ָּכל ַהָּקָהל

and Dovid said: אֶמר ָּדִויד ֹֽ ַוּי

Blessed are You, Hashem ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה'

Hashem of Yisroel [Yaakov] our forefather ינּו ֱאֹלֵהי ִיְׂשָרֵאל ָאִבֽ

forever and ever. ֵמעֹוָלם ְוַעד עֹוָלם

ְלָך ה' ַהְּגֻדָּלה

ְוַהְּגבּוָרה 

ֶרת ְוַהִּתְפֶאֽ

ְוַהֵּנַֽצח

ְוַההֹוד

ֶרץ ִים ּוָבָאֽ ִּכי ֹכל ַּבָּׁשַמֽ

ְלָך ה' ַהַּמְמָלָכה

ְוַהִּמְתַנֵּׂשא ְלֹכל ְלרֹאׁש

Yours, Hashem, is 

and 

and the Glory,

and the Victory,

and the Beauty,

for all that is in the Heaven and the Earth [is Yours]; 

Yours, Hashem, is ,

and Rulership over every leader.
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התעוררות בתפילה
ינּו ָאִבֽ ִיְׂשָרֵאל   HASHEM OF ― ֱאֹלֵהי 
YISROEL [Yaakov] our forefather

Why did Dovid HaMelech mention 
only Yisroel (Yaakov), and not 
Avrohom or Yitzchok? Yaakov was 
the first of the Avos to mention 
the idea of building a house for 
Hashem. When Yaakov awoke from 
his dream on Har HaMoriah (the 
place where the Beis HaMikdash 
would eventually be built), he 
said: ְוָהֶאֶבן ַהּזֹאת ... ִיְהֶיה ֵּבית ֱאֹלִקים, 
This stone shall be a house for 
Hashem (כ”ב כ”ח,   Since .(בראשית 
Dovid HaMelech was praising 
Hashem for his accomplishment 
of gathering materials for the Beis 
HaMikdash it was appropriate 
to mention specifically the first 
person to speak about the Beis 
HaMikdash: Yaakov. The Midrash 
רבה)  gives an additional (בראשית 
insight into this comparison. Dovid 
HaMelech had gathered all of this 
great wealth, and promised that 
it would be used for the building 
of the Beis HaMikdash. The first 
person ever to make a pledge 
was Yaakov Avinu, as the possuk 
says (in the same story as above, 
in possuk ֶנֶדר :(כב ַיֲעֹקב   And ,ַוִּיַּדר 
Yaakov made a pledge. Therefore, 
when pledging the material for the 
Beis HaMikdash, Dovid HaMelech 
mentions the first tzaddik to make 
a pledge to Hashem.

ַהְּגֻדָּלה ה’   ,ְלָך 
YOURS, HASHEM, 

IS greatness.
Many wealthy 
people attribute 
their success to 
their own talents 
and energy. They 
say ָיִדי ְוֹעֶצם   ֹּכִחי 
 ,ָעָׂשה ִלי ֶאת ַהַחִיל ַהֶּזה
my own strength 
and my own 
abilities brought 
me this great 
wealth (,ח  דברים 
 ,This, however .(יז
was not the way of 
the great tzaddik, 
Dovid HaMelech. 
After many 
difficult victories in 
numerous battles, 
he gathered an 
enormous amount 
of wealth. What 
great effort all of 
this took! But then 
he announced 
publicly, ָּכל  ְלֵעיֵני 
 that all of ,ַהָּקָהל
his victories, all 
of his talents, and 
all of his wealth 
are all gifts from 
Hashem!

ֶרת  ְלָך ה’ ַהְּגֻדָּלה ְוַהְּגבּוָרה ְוַהִּתְפֶאֽ
ְוַההֹוד  YOURS ,ְוַהֵּנַֽצח 
HASHEM IS greatness and 
strength, and the Glory, 
and the Victory, and the 

Majesty.
The simple meaning of 
this possuk is that Hashem 
has all of these incredible 
qualities of greatness, 
strength, etc. Some 
mefarshim, however, find 
this explanation difficult, 
because Chazal teach 
that aside from the very 
specific praises of Hashem 
that we find in the Torah 
ְוַהּנֹוָרא) ַהִּגֹּבר   we are ,(ַהָּגֹדל 
not supposed to add any 
praises of our own. How 
can we mention these 
extra praises here?
Because of this question, 
the Eitz Yosef suggests a 
different interpretation of 
this possuk: ַהְּגֻדָּלה ה’   ְלָך 
 ,means, Yours ְוַהְּגבּוָרה
Hashem, is the ability to 
give out greatness and 
strength to Your creations 
in this world. ֶרת  ַהִּתְפֶאֽ
ְוַההֹוד  ,means, Yours ְוַהֵּנַֽצח 
Hashem, is the ability to 
give out glory, victory, and 
majesty to the  Malachim.
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Question 1:
Why is only Yaakov mentioned in this tefillah?  

           

           

           

           

           

Question 2:
What is another explanation of the words ְלָך ה’ ַהְּגֻדָּלה (Eitz Yosef)?

           

           

           

           

           

Question 3:
After all of his efforts, Who did Dovid HaMelech thank for his successes?
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We would all like to daven better but sometimes it feels like it is too difficult to concentrate on every 
single word of davening. What can we do to each reach perfection in our tefillah?
Rav Shach זצ”ל would advise people not to jump too high or too fast in this or any area of avodas 
Hashem. For example, he would advise people who wish to improve, to commit to saying Bircas 
HaMazon from a bencher. He did not say to commit to concentrate on every single work of Bircas 
HaMazon. 
Each and every step that we take, no matter how small, is valuable. And when we take the small steps 
and keep to them, we can build upon them slowly and surely, and grow ever-higher in the beautiful 
world of connecting to Hashem!

If one mistakenly started saying a berachah that he should not have, and he already said the words, 
 is ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה’ ַלְּמֵדִני ֻחֶּקיָך because ”ַלְּמֵדִני ֻחֶּקיָך“ he should conclude with the words ,“ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה’“
a possuk in Sefer Tehillim (קי”ט י”ב). In that way, instead of saying Hashem’s Name for nothing ח“ו, 
he said the words of a possuk. 
What if he already said the beginning of the next word in the berachah, “ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה’ ֱאֹלֵקי” (and did 
not finish the whole word “ֱאֹלֵקינּו”)? In this case, he should conclude with the words of the possuk 
in Vayevarech Dovid: “ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה‘ ֱאֹלֵקי ִיְׂשָרֵאל ָאִבינּו ֵמעֹוָלם ְוַעד עֹוָלם”. [In either case, he should still 
say the words ָּברּוְך ֵׁשם ְּכבֹוד ַמְלכּותֹו ְלעֹוָלם ָוֶעד afterward.]

ידוע תדע

רוח התפילה

I wish to make small but meaningful gains!

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri
I stood during ֶרְך ָּדִויד ַוְיָבֽ

I concentrated on the meaning 
of the first possuk.

הנהגה בתפילה

Since the beginning of Vayevarech Dovid until the words ָך  are great praises ּוְמַהְלִלים ְלֵׁשם ִּתְפַאְרֶּתֽ
of Hashem, there is a minhag to stand from the beginning of Vayevarech Dovid until that point 
[.There are other minhagim as well, as we will see in the next lesson] .(לבוש, דרכי משה)

הלכה


