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Korech and the Story of Hillel on 
the Roof 

By Mrs. Chani Chanales 
 

Grade Level: Early Childhood, Elementary 
 
Description: 
This story is about Hillel Hazakein who climbed onto the roof of a Beis Medrash 
and was so immersed in learning Torah that didn’t realize that he was becoming 
covered in snow. At the end of the story, students are told that this is the same 
Hillel who said to do Korech on Pesach. This story makes a nice supplement to a 
Pesach curriculum. 
 
What to download 

 Download the print-ready PDF file (includes lesson plan/instructions). 

 OPTIONAL: Download the editable Word file (does not include lesson 
plan/instructions). 

 

Please note: When choosing an editable file, depending on the version of the 
program that you are using, and the fonts that you have, the document may 
not appear exactly as it was originally intended and/or it may not exactly 
match the PDF that we provide. 

 
Instructions: 

1. Teach your students about Korech. 
2. Tell the story to the class. 



The Story of Hillel 

 

Hillel was a poor man who worked hard chopping wood and selling it. 

Since he loved to learn Torah, he used only part of the money that he earned 

from selling the wood on things like food and clothes. The rest of the money, 

he gave to the guard at the door of the Beit Medrash so he would be allowed 

to go inside and learn Torah from the great Rabbis. One day, however, no one 

bought the wood that Hillel had worked so hard to chop. Since no one bought 

his wood, Hillel did not have money to spend on food and he did not have 

enough money to be allowed into the Beit Medrash. Hillel was so sad that he 

would not be able to learn from the great Rabbis all that day! 

Hillel thought of an idea. Even though he could not go inside the Beit 

Medrash to learn Torah, maybe he could hear what the great Rabbis were 

teaching from outside!  On the roof of the Beit Medrash there was a window 

to let in light. (In those days they did not have electric lights. During the 

day the light of the sun shone through the windows and lit up the rooms.) 

Hillel climbed up to the roof and pressed his ear against the window. With a 

big smile on his face, Hillel listened carefully to the wonderful words of 

Torah coming from the Beit Hamidrash.   

Hillel was listening so carefully that he did not notice that it had 

started to snow!  Slowly, the snow covered Hillel and the window on which he 

was lying.  Eventually, the Rabbis in the Beit Hamidrash noticed that the 

room was much darker than usual. They looked up at the window to see why 

it was so dark. Imagine their surprise to see Hillel on the roof all covered in 

snow! Since it is very dangerous for a person to be so cold, it was a Mitzva 

for the Rabbis to stop learning Torah and save Hillel. And that is exactly 

what they did. 

The Rabbis rushed up to the roof, brushed the snow off of Hillel and 

brought him down to the warm Beit Medrash.  After Hillel was warm, they 

asked him to explain why he had been on the roof.  Hillel told them how much 

he loved to learn Torah and how he did not have money to pay the guard at 

the door. The Rabbis were so impressed. They told Hillel that he did not 

have to pay the guard anymore. He could go into the Beit Medrash and learn 

Torah for free. Hillel was so happy!   

Hillel learned as much Torah as he possibly could.  Soon he knew so 

much Torah that he was able to teach it to others. Since he had become 

such a great Rabbi everyone wanted to learn from his words and his ways. On 

Pesach, Hillel used to eat the Korban Pesach together with Matza and Maror 



like a sandwich. Since he was such a Tzaddik and Talmid Chacham the Jews 

copied him. And guess what? We copy him too! When we do Korech at the 

Pesach Seder we do it JUST LIKE HILLEL.  

 

 


