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Kriyas Yam Suf in a Nutshell 
By Mr. Shmuel Lewitan 

 

Grade Level: Elementary, Middle School, High School, Adult 
 
Description: 
This four-page essay describes the events and the Nisim surrounding Kriyas 
Yam Suf in a concise yet engaging manner. It intertwines the P’shat of the 
Pesukim together with Medrashim in order to create an easily readable and 
highly informative piece. Teachers can use these sheets as a source of reference 
when preparing the Inyan of Kriyas Yam Suf when teaching Parshas Beshalach 
in Chumash or Parsha class or as part of their Pesach curriculum. Alternatively, 
they can have the students read directly from the sheets. 
 
What to download 

 Download the print-ready PDF file (includes lesson plan/instructions). 
 
Goals/Objectives: 
Students will become familiar with the events and the Nisim surrounding Kriyas 
Yam Suf. 
 
Instructions: 

1. Read through the sheets. 
2. Decide how you would like to incorporate the information contained here 

in your lessons. Would you like to present some or all of the information? 
Would you like the students to read the information on their own? 

 
 



�ריעת ים סוף ב�יצור
Krias Yam Suf  in a Nutshell

The Me'am Lo'ez ( writes that learning about the events and miracles ( טו:אבשלחשמות, 

surrounding Krias Yam Suf  strengthens one's emunah and it's a mitzvah to study them.
However, a full detailed description of  these very important events is lengthy, making it

difficult for a father to give them over to his children. We therefore have presented a short
synopsis of  Krias Yam Suf  to help the father present these monumental events briefly, and
not lose the interest and attention of  his children. More detailed descriptions can be found

in both the Me'am Lo'ez (שמות ח"א) and Let My Nation Go by Rav Yosef  Deutsch – SL

As the 6th day of  Bnei Yisroel's freedom began, Paroh and his huge
army of  over  900,000  heavily  armed Egyptian  and foreign  soldiers,
featuring  600  choice  chariots,  began  to  approach  the  Jewish  camp.
Some were out for riches, some for Jewish blood, and some for both.
With the sea blocking their way, wild desert animals to their right and
left,  Paroh to their backs, and terrified by the vision of  Egypt's angel
descending from the heavens, Bnei Yisroel were trapped with no place to
escape. Having nowhere to turn,  Bnei Yisroel  realized they could only
turn to  Hashem, repent, and pray for salvation. This too, was part of
Hakadosh Baruch Hu's (HKBH) plan, as Bnei Yisroel had not prayed since
they were freed, and He longed to hear their beautiful prayer. 

As the situation continued to deteriorate, many Jews lost hope,
and even criticized  Moshe for taking them out to the desert to die. A
disagreement erupted amongst them; some wanted to surrender, some
wanted to counter attack, while others felt that just making a large and
loud  show  of  force  would  scare  the  descending  army  away.  Lastly,
some  felt  it  would  be  best  to  end  their  own  lives  by  throwing
themselves into the raging sea, rather than die by the sword of  Paroh
and his  savage army.  Moshe tried to calm these groups, telling  them,
“Tomorrow  Hashem will destroy Egypt once and for all,  never to be
seen again.” This had little effect, as tomorrow was too far away. To
calm  these  terrified  groups,  Moshe revealed  the  heavenly  hosts  and
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angels standing in front of  them, coming to their aid. 

Moshe himself  now turned himself  to prayer.  Hashem responded,
“Now  is  not  the  time  for  lengthy  prayer,  as  Bnei  Yisroel are  quite
troubled  and  pained;  besides  they  have  already  prayed  and  I  have
accepted  their  prayer.  There  is  nothing  left  for  them  to  do  except
march toward the sea; it  will  not stand in their way, but split  in the
merit of  the Avos and in the merit that they believed that you were My
messenger and left  Egypt.”  Hashem  continued,  “Moshe,  pick up your
staff,  stretch  out  your  hand over  the  sea  and  split  it.  I  will  harden
Paroh's  heart causing him and his army to follow  Beni Yisroel into the
sea. This will bring Me much honor in their final destruction.” Also,
Hashem caused the east wind to blow cold and hard with all its might, in
order to trick the Egyptians into thinking the sea split and froze over
by natural means.

When Bnei Yisroel heard that Hashem wanted them to enter the sea
a new argument ensued. Before, however, it had been one of  disbelief
in Hashem, now it was who will be the first to listen and enter the still-
raging  sea.  Nachshon  Ben  Aminudov  of  Shevet Yehudah  grabbed  the
opportunity and jumped in first, followed by the rest of  Yehudah  and
the rest of  Bnei Yisroel. The raging water reached  Nachshon's  nose and
threatened to overtake him. As he was calling to Hashem for salvation,
Hashem was telling Moshe to stretch out his hand over the sea and split
it. 

While the Egyptians started to move into striking position and
fire their bows and catapults,  HKBH moved the cloud which led Bnei
Yisroel during the day, and which had not disappeared that evening, in
between the two camps.  Hashem  had the cloud intercept  the deadly
volley of  arrows and boulders,  as well  as block out all  light for the
Egyptians.  Hashem plunged them into  a  total  and tangible  darkness,
inflicting them with their 7th day of  Makas Choshech. 

As  Moshe stretched his hand over the sea,  Hashem  split it with a
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thundering sound heard around the world. HKBH formed two frozen
walls on either side leaving a dry, beautifully tiled path in its place. The
walls  were  so  high  they  could  be  seen  around  the  world.  He  also
formed twelve separate tunnels, one for each tribe to journey through.
The  walls  were  perfectly  clear  so  everyone  could  see  each  other,
thereby alleviating any fear or panic caused by being split up. As the
Jews entered the tunnels they were met with the most lush fruit-bearing
trees  springing  from  the  ground,  along  with  lush  grass  for  their
animals. If  one was thirsty one just needed to poke his finger into a
wall, opening a fountain of  the sweetest water ever tasted. Also, the
most pleasant and sweet smells filled the air. As the path reached the
steep descent into the sea's  depths  Hashem leveled it  off  instead of
letting it  continue down, leaving the bottom 2/3 of  the sea frozen.
Instead of  going across the Yam Suf  the path miraculously curved in a
semicircle, returning back to the same side it started. 

To  the  great  trepidation  of  Bnei  Yisroel, the  Egyptian  army
continued  their  chase,  entering  the  Yam  Suf.  As  the  last  Egyptian
entered the sea,  Hashem sent the pillar of  fire to burn off  one wheel
from  each  chariot  causing  them  to  bounce  uncontrollably  in  all
directions,  painfully  disjointing the driver's  bones.  This  heavy riding
( שמות,    - ִּבְכֵבֻדת  יד:כה בשלחַוְיַנֲהֵגהּו   ) was  punishment  for  Paroh, who

hardened his heart and commanded to increase the heavy burden of
slavery. The heat also softened the seabed, stranding the foot soldiers
knee deep in mud and tearing the hooves off  the horses, making it a
very painful ride for the horses' riders. Getting stuck in the mud was
punishment for forcing the Jews to make bricks in the mud.

As the 7th day of  Pesach began to shine, Moshe again stretched out
his hand over the sea causing it to start to collapse starting from the
side they entered. Large chunks of  ice came crashing down on to the
Egyptians like heavy rocks.  Hashem made the waves of  the collapsing
walls  looked  like  female  horses,  causing  the  male  horses  to  run
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uncontrollably  after  them  and  pulling  their  riders  straight  into  the
advancing waves. HKBH stirred the Egyptians up and down like food
in a pot. Up and down, up and down the rider and horse were tossed
into the air only to come crashing down, this time horse on top of
rider, crushing the rider as his head was smashed to the ground. This
torture was meted out proportionately to their evil ways: the most evil
were tossed like straw and suffered the most, those less so were thrown
around like rocks, and the least guilty sank like lead. Hail and fiery coals
rained down from the heavens along with all the arrows which they had
shot at the Jews. Eventually Hashem totally engulfed the entire army in
the sea, thereby punishing them for throwing the Jewish baby boys into
the Nile River. Miraculously  Paroh and the non-Egyptians survived in
order to bear  witness to the final  bitter  downfall  of  Egypt and the
greatness of  Hashem. Paroh actually did teshuva, eventually becoming the
king of  the City of  Nineveh.

With every last Jew safe and sound,  Hashem had the sea spit out
the  almost-dead  Egyptians  on  the  shore.  This  accomplished  three
things: 1.  Hashem wanted the Jews to see every last soldier dead and
unable to bother them again, 2. He wanted the Egyptians to be pained
by seeing that no Jew was lost, and 3. He wanted to give each Jew a
chance to extract final retribution from the particular individuals who
persecuted them. Hashem then had the earth swallow up the now dead
Egyptians. The Egyptians earned burial due to three merits they had:
1. They escorted  Yaakov Avenu  to his burial, 2. By  Makas Burud they
said, “ הַ 'ה  ַּצִ%י�  ”,  Hashem is Just ( ט:כزוארא שמות,    ), and 3. Through their

downfall Hashem was exalted, thereby earning them reward. 

The level of  prophesy  Bnei Yisroel ascended to at that time was
greater than even  Yechezkel Ben Buzi.  The degree that  Hashem revealed
himself  that day was so great and intense that young children, babies,
and even fetuses in their mothers' womb pointed to Hashem exclaiming,

.(שמות, בשלח טו:ב) This is my God and I will glorify Him ,”ֶزה ֵ�ִלי ְוַאְנֵוהּו“
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